THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
States were in ecstasy over this daring act; that the govern-
ment and people of England were boiling with rage at this
breach of international law, and that they demanded instant
satisfaction. The next days brought the further report that
the British Government was actually despatching troops to
Canada and making other preparations for an armed con-
flict with the United States. Evidently the " Trent " case had
brought forth a state of public feeling in England which
immensely strengthened the hands of those who urged the
recognition of the Southern Confederacy, and even active in-
tervention by Great Britain and France in its favor.

I could not repress a shout of joy when at last an answer
came from the President and the State Department granting
me my leave of absence. My preparations for departure were
soon made. My family being at Hamburg, I wished to join
them there and to take them with me on a Hamburg steamer
to America. To this end I had to cross Prussian territory. I
called upon Count Galen, the Prussian Minister, to acquaint
him with my desire to join my family at Hamburg, and to ask
him whether he thought I could pass through Prussian terri-
tory without being noticed. He had no doubt of it, but to
satisfy me, he would inquire of his government. The answer
came promptly that instructions would at once be given
to the officers concerned to extend to me every accommoda-
tion I might desire on my way. I so arranged my journey
as to cross the Prussian frontier after dark, to pass over the
Bhine at Cologne during the night, and to reach Hamburg the
next forenoon. When I touched the Prussian frontier, a cus-
toms officer above the lower grade presented himself to me,
ordered my luggage to pass unexamined, and asked for my
wishes. My fellow-travelers seemed surprised at the official
attention I received, and were evidently anxious to know what
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